
Italy…Did You Know?  

 

Italy is one seriously interesting country, from the Ancient Romans, their awesome food, and their super 

speedy cars. 

Here are a few interesting fact! 

 Italy only became a country in 1861, 150 years ago. 

 The name Italy comes from the word italia, meaning “calf land,” maybe this was because the bull was a 

symbol of the Southern Italian tribes. 

 Ever heard of the Renaissance? Well, it was a period in time when great artists, poets, painters, 

architects, scientists, mathematicians and thinkers came alive and it all started in none other than Italy. 

Think Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, Galileo Galilei, Alessandro Volta, Fibonacci and 

Donatello, who were all part of this amazing period in time. 

 Italy is known for the super cool buildings and their building techniques. They’ve built amazing 

buildings like the Colosseum, Pantheon and the Leaning Tower of Pisa. These buildings are unique in 

every way!  

 Venice is certainly one of the world’s most unusual cities. It was founded over 1,400 years ago on some 

muddy islands in a wide and shallow lagoon. It has been sinking into the mud for centuries and often 

flooded. They have over 400 footbridges.  

 Did you know that world famous explorers Christopher Columbus and Marco Polo were Italian? They 

sure had their fair share of famous people! 

 There’s one thing that could put you off going to this gorgeous country. The Italians have more 

earthquakes than any other Europeans. They’ve also got two active volcanoes, Etna and Vesuvius, 

which could erupt at any time and are dangerous as they’re so close to big cities. Vesuvius last erupted 

in 1944 and caused quite a bit of damage as it destroyed loads of villages.   

 In Rome and Naples it only snows briefly every couple of years, while in Blandon you see snow all the 

time in winter. Over 75% of Italy is mountainous or hilly. Get your hiking boots ready if you’re going 

here! 

 The highest point in Italy is Mont Blanc, in the Alps at 15,770 feet high. That’s nearly 13 times taller 

than the Empire State Building. 

 Italian is Italy’s official language, which comes from the ancient Latin language. Listen carefully the next 

time you hear someone speaking Italian; it can sound like a song. 

 Have you ever noticed that Italians use their hands a lot when they’re speaking? Well there’s a reason 

for this; a lot of their expressions that have hand gestures which go with them, and those hand 

gestures have very specific meanings. Pretty cool.  

 We all know and love Italian food; it is world famous with pizza and pasta being the main ones. Nobody 

actually knows where pizza was ‘invented’ but we do know that it was made famous in Naples in the 

1860s. In addition, the average Italian eats about 55 pounds of pasta a year. Amazingly there are more 

than 500 different types of pasta eaten in Italy today. Who doesn’t love a good pizza or bowl of pasta?  

 Family is very important in Italy and the Italians celebrate loads of holidays. They all get together and 

eat large meals. The two most important holidays are Christmas and Ferragosto, on 15th August, when 
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everyone heads to the beach. Easter is also very popular and loads of people gather in St. Peter’s 

Square in Rome to see and listen to the Pope. 

 The colors of the Italian flag represent hope (green), faith (white), and charity (red). 

 Many single Italian children live at home until their 30s, even if they have a job. Imagine that, living 

with your parents until you’re 30. Wow! 

 Italians love their cars and they are very well known for the super-fast and super cool Ferrari, 

Lamborghini, Alfa Romeo and Maserati. 

 The Italians have had their fair share of inventions including the thermometer, the electric battery, the 

piano, the barometer, nitroglycerin, espresso machine, typewriter, eye glasses, the ice-cream cone, the 

violin and the cello, and wireless telegraphy.  

 We know that the battery was invented by an Italian, but did you know that the word volt which is 

used to measure electricity comes from the name of the man who invented the battery, Alessandro 

Volta? Cool to tell your friends that. 

 The author of ‘Pinocchio’, Carlo Collodi, was Italian. So now we know where this classic story comes 

from. Even more interesting is that Pinocchio actually means pine nut! Hmmm, do you think he looks 

like a pine nut? 

 Every child between the ages of 6 and 14 has to go to school.  

 Italy has over 3,000 museums. That is a lot!  

 This is a seriously cool fact…Italy holds the Guinness World Record for having the most amount of 

elevators. You could be going up and down these for days. 

 The oldest olive tree in Italy is apparently over 1,700 years old. That tree has probably made very many 

olives in its lifetime. 

 The Leaning Tower of Pisa was built in 1173 and began to lean very soon after it was built. In 2008, 

they tried to do a bit of reconstruction and the engineers said it would stay that way for at least 

another 200 years. At least you know it won’t fall on you. 

 
 


